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At last - national consultation on off-roading on green lanes
Great news. The recently announced government consultation on the recommendations
of the Glover review of national parks includes questions about offroading. The
government is asking in effect whether and how 4x4 and motor bikes should be allowed
to continue to drive on green lanes. This is a really important consultation. It is an
opportunity for the wider public to persuade the government that they need to change
the law to protect green lanes from use by recreational motor vehicles. One of the
questions asks if any new restrictions should apply only in the National Parks and Areas
of Outstanding Natura Beauty. PDGLA will be calling for off-roading to be brought to an
end everywhere.
The government’s response to the Glover review is at
Landscapes review (National Parks and AONBs): government response - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk).
The consultation questionnaire is at Government response to the Landscapes Review Defra - Citizen Space. The questions about off-roading on green lanes start at Question
13 under ‘Managing Visitor Pressure’.
Please take part in the consultation and please tell everyone about it who

you think would like to see an end to offroading in the Peak District and
beyond.
1

Pressure growing for a TRO on Moscar Cross Road
We have been monitoring and reporting on Sheffield City Council’s management of
Moscar Cross Road for several years. The damage this winter has been horrific.

Moscar Cross Road January 2022
Sheffield flattens the ruts and re-seeds the route in May or June each year and
maintains that walkers, horse riders and any carriage drivers who might want to use it
can always get by along the edges. This is manifestly not the case. From late autumn
until the flattening and re-seeding in early summer, the route is effectively closed to
equestrians, walkers with reduced mobility and disabled people who use rugged mobility
scooters. We think that the scale of the damage this winter means that Sheffield’s poition
is now untenable and that they are in breach of their legal duty to make sure that
everyone with a right to use it can do so throughout the year. Moscar is a byway open to
all traffic (BOAT). The legally defined ‘majority user’ of a BOAT is ‘persons on foot or
horseback’. A Traffic Regulation Order excluding recreational 4x4s and motor bikes is
long over due.

Hollinsclough Rakes – still no decision
Staffordshire County Council has still not decided what to do about Swan and Limer
Rakes at Hollinsclough. Both Rakes have been closed to all users since 2017 because
off-roader damage had made them unsafe. Five years on, and nearly 10 years after the
Peak Park said that resolving the issues on the Rakes was a top priority, repairs are
finally underway, but Staffordshire has yet to decide whether to bring in a permanent
Traffic Regulation Order banning 4x4s and motor bikes. If they don’t use a TRO, any
repair short of stone pitching (or tarmac - unacceptable on any right of way in a National
Park) will not be sustainable and we will be back to square one. Reporting on its recent
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public consultation on the future use of the Rakes, Staffordshire says its aim is to make
both routes safe and that it is proposing to ‘bring the Rakes up to the minimum standard
of a bridleway or cycleway, with a smooth surface suitable for use by all non-motorised
users’. It also said that it has found no established motor vehicle rights on either of the
Rakes. The report is at
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Highways/roadworks/moorlands/1-updated-D3262FSwan-and-Limers-Rakes-Consultation-Report-Rev1.pdf

DCC repairs have been sparking big rows
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) is responsible for maintaining all rights of way in the
Derbyshire part of the Peak District National Park, including routes which have been
badly damaged by off-road motor vehicles. This year they are to repair Back Lane near
Matlock (just outside the National Park), Pindale, Jacob’s Ladder (again) in Stoney
Middleton, and Putwell Hill (part of what is now a bridleway near Monsal Head).
Repairing tracks badly damaged by 4x4s and motor bikes is expensive. We get that. But
DCC is making quite a hash of things:
Bamford Clough
Bamford Clough, which links Bamford with Hathersage and Long Causeway, has already
been repaired. It is an exceptionally steep right of way (1:3). DCC has tarmacked it from
top to bottom, despite the British Horse Society (BHS) head office and others warning
that tarmac would make the route too dangerous for use by either ridden or driven
horses because they can fall on steep tarmac. Riders have objected strongly and the
route remains closed while DCC carries out a safety assessment. Meanwhile DCC has
put up signs telling riders (and cyclists) to dismount. But a led horse can fall as easily as
a ridden one. And DCC has not indicated what someone driving a horse-drawn carriage
should do as and when the route is re-opened. The BHS is telling DCC that they need to
tear up the centre part of the track and lay a strip of pitched stone. This has been very
successful elsewhere in the National Park, on Washgate near the Staffordshire border.

Bamford Clough, riders dismount sign
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Back Lane
Back Lane has also been repaired, again with tarmac but this time with a strip of
compacted stone down the centre in an attempt to accommodate horses.

Back Lane, January 2022
As DCC has so far resisted calls for a TRO on the route, the lane is still being used by
motor vehicles and the stone strip is already showing early signs of erosion and
washout. The stones are also being scattered and we understand are a hazard for
horses. BHS and others had warned that that anything short of pitched stone down the
centre strip would not last. We understand that DCC has more to do and intends to seed
the central strip. But this won’t survive if motor vehicles can still use it. We will have to
wait and see what happens next.
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Pindale
The start of repairs to Pindale has provoked so much concern about the use of
inappropriate materials in an SSSI, plus concerns from both horse riders and mountain
bikers, that DCC is now undoing its initial work and will be starting again. The Council
had said it would use limestone chippings, but laid recycled tarmac. It has now said in a
statement: ‘Following the concerns raised about the recycled material not being
appropriate we are now looking at removing it and replacing it fully with locally sourced
limestone, as was the original intention. We have halted work on site while we liaise with
stakeholders about our proposal to remove the recycled material and will re-start work as
soon as this plan has been agreed.
PDGLA recognizes that repairs to rights of way in a National Park are not straightforward
and can be even more difficult where the preferences of one user group can conflict with
the safety needs of others. We would like to see DCC routinely consulting user groups
before deciding the character and materials to be used for any repair.
Meanwhile, motor vehicles have continued to drive over and damage the SSSI and lead
mining remains and the National Peak Authority is still doing nothing about it.
Ramsden Road Kirklees, update
We reported in the last newsletter on the unholy mess which Kirklees is making of
managing the network of green lanes that include Ramsden Road. The latest news is
that the Authority’s attempt to bring in a Public Spaces Protection Order which may or
may not limit damage on and off the route seems to have run into the ground. Nothing at
all has happened and the route is still being used and damaged by any off-roader who
fancies using it. The whole sorry tale is available at Pathwatch – see Ramsden road –
Path Watch (path-watch.com)

Off-piste ruts on Ramsden Road (photo courtesy of Pathwatch)
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